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On Saturday, the I4th day of November, the wife of Hildy
and the wife of Mede were released from prison; and they
were enjoined that in future they must sell their fowl accord-
ing to the assize, on pain of imprisonment; from which with-
out great chastisement they should not escape.

This was a breach of the tariffs fixed by proclamation, for which see
Riley, pp. 3I2> 347- The current tariff was apparently still that of 1343,
which priced a woodcock at $d. and a partridge at $d.

22       TOWN AND FOREST

John Stew's Survey shows us how much heath and moor and forest
could be found just outside medieval London; it is interesting to parallel
this by a brief extract from the Leicester records (Ch. Bemoct, Simon ck
Montfort, p. 362; Miss Bateson, Records of 'Leicester^ I. 43).

1253 A.D. The jury say, upon oath, that [in 1118] the
forest of Leicester was so great and thick and wide that a
man could scarce go by the wood-ways for the multitude of
dead wood and wind-fallen boughs; and then, by assent and
will of the Earl and his council, it was granted that all might
fetch dead wood at six cartloads for a penny, and a horseload
every week for a half-penny [a year], and a man's load weekly
for a farthing.

23       WILD  BIRDS AT CHARING CROSS

The Brut, E.E.T.S., 1908, p. 604-

And aftyr that [about 1471], ther bred a Raven on Charyng
Crosse at Londen; and never was seen noone brede there
before. And aftyr that, cam a gret dethe of Pestilence, that
lastyd iij, yer; and peple dyed myhtely in every place,
man, woman and chylde; on whois soulys God have mercy!
Amen!

24 THROUGH ITALIAN EYES
Italian Relation of England^ A.D. 1500 (Camden Soc 1847), p. fa
reader has already been cautioned against this writer's picturesque exag-
gerations : e*g. though the London of ijoo was probably larger than any
other four towns in the kingdom, it was far from monopolising "all tfee
beauty of the island,* even from the point of view <rf aa average traveler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